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ROCK RIVER/MILTON WATERSHED (LR04)

The Rock River/Milton watershed has medium susceptibility for groundwater
contamination based on WDNR groundwater susceptibility mapping.

Table 1. Municipalities in the Rock River/Milton Creek Watershed

Municipality W/S# County 1995
Population

2000
Population

Percent Growth
1995 - 2000

C. Milton LR04 LR11 Rock 4,814 5,132 6.6

T. Harmony LR04 Rock 2,262 2,351 3.9

C. Janesville LR04 LR02
LR03

Rock 56,141 59,498 6.0

City of Janesville
The city of Janesville is a medium-to-large-sized urban center located along the main
stem of the Rock River. Portions of the city fall in the Rock River/Milton Creek
watershed (LR04), Blackhawk Creek watershed (LR02) and the Bass Creek watershed
(LR03). In year 2000, the City of Janesville grew to a population of 59,500, a 6% growth
rate from 1995 to 2000.  A 1993 population analysis by the city of Janesville predicted
the year 2000 population at 57,600 (an underestimate of nearly 2,000 people) at a growth
rate of about 1 percent per year. Like many other metropolitan area, Janesville is
experiencing migration from the city to the suburbs and outlying rural areas. Densities in
the city have gradually decreased as more land has been annexed and the population has
grown. The city is now in the process of updating its sewer service area plan to reflect
shifts in urban/suburban growth.

Resources of Concern (LR04)

WDNR's Heritage Resources Database indicates that the following water-dependent
endangered, threatened or special concern species and/or communities have been sighted
in this watershed within the last 20 years.

Table 2. Endangered, Threatened or Communities of Special Concern

Plant Community Location Indicator Species

Southern Dry Mesic
Forest
Shaded Cliff

Riverside
Park/
Sportsman’s
Park

City park in northeastern Janesville; dry mesic woods and
sandstone cliffs above it; mature woods covers steep slope
rising above the Rock River to shaded cliff. Red oak,
basswood; relatively undisturbed.

Red oak

Basswood:
Leaves and flower
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Table 3.  Streams in the Rock River/Milton Watershed (LR04)

Table 4.  Lakes in the Rock River/Milton Watershed (LR04)
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